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An “Interview” with Sir Oliver Lodge 


Interview by Michael E. Tymn 


After joining the Society for Psychical Research 
(SPR) soon after its formation in 1882, Sir Oliver Lodge 
(1851-1940) investigated many cases of mediumship, 
including those of Leonora Piper of Boston, Mass., 
Gladys Osborne Leonard of 
England, and Eusapia Paladino of 
Italy. Through his investigations, he 
came to accept the reality of 
mediumship and believed in the 
survival of consciousness at death. 
Much to the dismay of many of his 
materialistic colleagues in science, 
Sir Oliver made his beliefs public. 

Lodge received his doctorate in 
1877, going on to teach physics and mathematics at 
University College in both London and Liverpool. In 
1900, he became principal of Birmingham University, 
remaining there until his retirement in 1919. Knighted 
in 1902 for his scientific work, Lodge was known 
primarily as a physicist, especially for his work in 
electricity, thermo-electricity, and thermal-conductivity. 
He perfected a radio wave detector known as a “coherer” 
and was the first person to transmit a radio signal, a year 
before Marconi. He later developed the Lodge spark 
plug. 

This “interview” is based on a number of books and 
papers written by Lodge, all now in the public domain. 
The words are verbatim from the books. The questions 
are simply tailored to fit his words. 


Sir Oliver, how did a dedicated physicist become 
interested in studying mediums? 


“For myself, I do not believe that physics and 
psychics are entirely detached. I think there is a link 
between them; neither is complete without the other. A 
study of the material world alone may be a narrowing 
influence. It leaves untouched the whole ‘universe of 
discourse’ apprehended by artist, philosopher, and 
theologian. To emphasize the importance of one part of 
the universe we need not decry or deny the remainder.” 


Prior to getting into psychical research, what were your 
views of survival? 


“It did not seem to me possible that a man could 
survive the death of the body. I did not think that we 
could ever know the truths about things of that kind, and 


was content with whatever destiny lay in store for us, 
without either inquisitiveness or rebellion. I felt that our 
knowledge would not make any difference, and that we 
had better leave questions of that kind to settle 
themselves in due course.” 


So what changed your mind? 


“The verification of the fact of telepathy, indicating 
obscurely a kind of dislocation between mind and body, 
was undoubtedly impressive, so that it began to seem 
probable, especially under (Frederic) Myers’s tuition, 
that the two —mind and body — were not inseparably 
connected, as I had been led by my previous studies 
under Clifford, Tyndall, and Huxley to believe they 
were. I began to feel that there was a possibility of the 
survival of personality. 

“Then came the revelation, through the mediumship 

= of Mrs. Piper, in the winter of 1889, 

not only that the personality of certain 

people could survive, but that they 

could communicate under certain 

conditions with us. The proof that 

they retained their individuality, their 

e memory, and their affection, forced 

itself upon me, as it had done upon 

many others. So my eyes began to open to the fact that 

there really was a spiritual world, as well as a material 

world which hitherto had seemed all sufficient, that the 

things which appealed to the senses were by no means 
the whole of existence.” 


But so many of your scientific colleagues have denied 
things paranormal. 


“Science is incompetent to make comprehensive 
denials about anything. It should not deal in negatives. 
Denial is no more fallible than assertion. There are 
cheap and easy kinds of skepticism, just as there are 
cheap and easy kinds of dogmatism.” 


How did you rule out telepathy with Mrs. Piper? 


“That was not an easy matter, as is obvious when you 
come to think of it. But I decided to invite Mrs. Piper to 
my house at Liverpool and make the attempt. Suffice it 
to say that the attempt was successful. I got into 
ostensible touch with old, deceased relatives of whose 


— See INTERVIEW, page 6 


2 
Barrett: Personality 
Survives Death 
by Michael Tymn 
After his death in 1925, Sir William Barrett, a 
distinguished British physicist, began 


communicating with his wife, Florence Barrett, a 
physician, and dean of the women’s college of 
medicine in London, through several mediums, 
including trance medium Gladys Osborne Leonard. 
He told her that he had 
to learn how to slow 
down his vibration in 
order to communicate 
with her. “Sometimes I 
lose my memory of 
things from coming 
here,” he continued. “I 
know in my own state 
but not here. In dreams 
you do not know 
everything, you only get 
parts in a dream. A 
sitting is similar, when I 
go back to the spirit world after a sitting like this, I 
know that I have not got everything through that I 
wanted to say. That is due to my mind separating 
again.” 

A physics professor at the Royal College of 
Science as well as a renowned inventor, Barrett was 
one of the pioneers of psychical research. It was his 
idea to form the Society for Psychical Research 
(SPR) in London in 1882. However, since he was 
living and teaching in Dublin, Ireland at the time, he 
was not able to take an active part in managing the 
Society. He left that up to three Cambridge 
scholars, Henry Sedgwick, Frederic W. H. Myers, 
and Edmund Gurney. Barrett also encouraged 
Professor William James of Harvard to organize the 
American branch of the SPR in 1884. He edited the 
SPR Journal from 1884 until 1899 and served as 
president of the SPR in 1904. 

In 1899, Barrett developed a silicon-iron alloy 
known as stalloy, used in the commercial 
development of the telephone and transformers, and 
also did pioneering research on entoptic vision, 
leading to the invention of the entoptiscope and a 
new optometer. He was knighted for his scientific 
work in 1912. 

Initially, Lady Barrett was skeptical and asked 
for proof that the communicator was her late 
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husband. Sir William responded by mentioning a 
tear in the in the wallpaper in the corner of his room 
and a broken doorknob, both of which they had 
discussed a month or so 
before his death, and the 
fact that they had now 
been repaired. This was 
especially evidential to 
Lady Barrett. 

For further 
verification, Lady Barrett 
asked Sir William to tell 
her the circumstances of 
his death. He accurately 
responded that he had died 
in the armchair in the drawing room as Lady Barrett 
accompanied a visitor to the front door downstairs. 
She discovered his lifeless body upon her return. 
Lady Barrett was certain that Mrs. Leonard could 
not have known such detail. Sir William added that 
when he passed over, he had no pain at all and that 
he was at once met by his mother and father and 
others. 

A remarkably interesting “book test” was given 
by Sir William in a sitting with Mrs. Leonard on 
May 26, 1932. He told Lady Barrett to go to the 
third shelf from the bottom in a certain room at her 
home and take the fourth book from the end, then 
open to page 132 and she would find a reference to 
eyesight or vision given there. The word “vision” 
came through in the direct 
voice rather than in the trance 
voice, i.e., it did not come 
from Mrs. Leonard’s vocal 
cords as with most of the 
other words; it came from the 
air above her. Sir William 
also told of some of the 
subject matter of the book. 
Upon returning home, Lady 
Barrett retrieved the book and turned to page 132, 
where she read a paragraph beginning “The Vision 
of Piers Plowman” which was a vision of Christ 
given through the clouds of humanity. The subject 
matter turned out to be as Sir William had 
communicated through Mrs. Leonard. 

Sir William stressed that he was not 
communicating to give evidence of his survival but 
to explain as well as he could the conditions he 


= continued on page 9 
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President’s 


Message 


An ‘Open Invitation’ to participate in a science- and life-changing event 


Future generations will look back on the year 2020 
as a fundamental turning point in what we regard as truly 
human-ourselves or each person’s true ‘self’—within the 
context of the greater wholeness and oneness of the 
universe. This ‘turning point’ is every bit as much a 
scientific question as it is a personal spiritual question. 
Some hardcore scientists 
may not like this truth, but 
our subconscious private 
experiences and inherent 
knowledge that we are 
‘one’, that we are an 
integral and essential part 
of and belong to the 
wholeness and oneness of 
the universe, is the true 
source of what we call 
Spirituality, and it is a 
perfectly natural instinct 
that all of us experiences to 
one degree or another. 
Some people instinctively 
and intuitively know this to be true, although in many if 
not most cases for all the wrong reasons. The notion of 
Spirituality is not just a religious concept it is and should 
be scientific in all of its aspects. 

Today’s world is not as it seems at first glance or 
even as it should be according to the daily and evening 
news outlets that emotionally stoke the fires of our hate. 
Hate (intentionally blocking higher reality physical 
connections with others) is anathema to and even a 
destroyer of higher consciousness, just as love and 
compassion (subconscious but still physical intimate 
higher reality consciousness connections with one 
another) enhance and further the development of our 
higher consciousness. 

In spite of this trend toward irrational hatred in our 
everyday world, a wholly new and comprehensive 
science is emerging which will fundamentally change 
how we regard the nature of our observed and 
experienced reality and its intimate connection to us, 
between and within us, as observers and individuals as 
well as a collective species that, in fact, includes all 
living beings. This science is commonly regarded as the 
‘physics of consciousness’, but I like to call it Neuro- 
Cosmology because it covers and includes everything 
from our sensations (observations and experiences) of 
the external material environment that is our world of 
reality to the singular wholeness of the cosmos or 
universe. 

In the very near future, life, mind and consciousness 
will take their rightful place in the inner workings of the 
natural/physical and material world, and science will 
begin to realize that it is advancing along a new and 
previously unsuspected path toward its expected future 


aspirations and ultimate goals in the form of a complete 
unification of physics and all knowledge. Not only is a 
new and revolutionary change in physics underway that 
will affect all of human science and natural philosophy, 
but the next leap in human evolution itself will play an 
important role in the upcoming and even imminent 
scientific revolution, whose first signs are already being 
observed and detected within us. 

Human evolution itself is undergoing an 
increasingly rapid rate of change that not only affects our 
biology and biofield, but also our mind and especially 
our consciousness. This change is so rapid an advance in 
our mental and physical evolution that nothing like it has 
ever before been seen or experienced in all of human 
history, even in other species and forms of life. It is 
unique to humans who already have the highest level of 
consciousness that we have ever encountered. The 
change is becoming so rapid that our evolution seems to 
be being pushed forward by some natural ‘force’ other 
than normal genetic mutation and/or drift, or even 
Darwinian natural selection. 

In all truth, our evolution is being pushed toward 
‘transformation and transcendence’ by the continuous 
development of increasingly more complex levels of our 
own mind and consciousness, with our own 
consciousness being the primary cause of the ‘push’, and 
this is affecting our present advances in the science of 
consciousness as much as overall recent advances in our 
science. Our own consciousness is pushing this shift 
toward a higher ‘enlightened’ level of overall human 
consciousness. A new complexity or stable higher level 
of human consciousness is about to emerge, and it is 
pushing our overall human evolution forward and 
upward. 

Unfortunately, this year started out with new 
unsuspected barriers being erected to the normal 
advance of science and sharing of new ideas such as this 
through direct person-to-person communication. The 
coronavirus pandemic has closed down all previously 
scheduled scientific gatherings, meetings, symposia, and 
conferences as well as all schools and educational 
facilities and institutions, thus stymieing, confusing and 
confounding the normal channels of communication that 
are necessary for science and human knowledge to 
advance. 

Luckily, we now have the internet to keep us 
connected, but that virtual connection cannot truly 
compete with the science discussed privately among 
friends and colleagues at the meetings, symposia, and 
conferences that were canceled. For my own part, I was 
scheduled to speak at the April TSC 2020 conference in 
Tucson (it has been rescheduled as an online virtual 
conference for September 2020) and had hoped to speak 
at the June SSE/PA/Rhine Institute conference 


— continued on page 8 
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Searchlight Media Watch 


by The Revs. Tom and Lisa Butler, NST 


When Religion Makes Grief More Difficult: When 
God is viewed as a benevolent protector that can shield 
us from harm, what happens to faith and healing when 
God fails to provide that protection? We find many 
theological constructs that can inhibit the healing 
process for those who are —_ 
grieving a _ profound loss. 
Doctrines such as original sin, 
salvation and eternal punishment 
in hell can be soul-crushing for 
someone dealing with loss and 
trauma. Similarly, the belief that 
petitionary or  intercessory 
prayer can change the course of 
events can lead to confusion and 
guilt when those prayers do not 
produce the desired results. 
Most Americans grew up 
with a Sunday school image of God as a 
protector/punisher and go through their lives without 
ever questioning that image. For some, a profound loss 
or trauma can inspire deeper exploration, but for those 
who don’t or won’t question their faith, trying to make 
that image fit with actual human experience is like trying 
to put a square peg into a round hole. The square peg is 
a belief in divine reward and punishment. The round hole 
is the way life actually works. By the time most of us are 
young adults we have observed that the good are not 
necessarily rewarded and the bad are not necessarily 
punished. 

Some religious adherents believe that anger is a sin, or 
that we should not grieve at all, because we should 
rejoice that our loved one is in Heaven with Jesus. 
Conversely, if the loved one is not “saved,” he/she will 
not be in Heaven, but in hell, punished for eternity. 
Some believers might attribute a tragic loss as divine 
punishment for an earlier transgression. These ideas and 
images are not only irrational... they are dangerous and 
toxic. But the good news is that these ideas are changing. 
As more and more people abandon traditional religious 
structure and opt to identify as “spiritual but not 
religious,” notions of suffering, sin and redemption are 
on their way out. The term has since become its own 
theological framework, sparking research and 
commentary by theologians worldwide. It has even 
earned an acronym: Spiritual but Not Religious (SBNR). 


From: Daniel, Terri. “When Religion Makes Grief More 
Difficult.” Thrive Global. 2020. www.thriveglobal.com/ 
stories/when-religion-makes-grief-more-difficult/ 


Communicating with the Afterlife: The controversial 
concept of an afterlife’s existence has fascinated 
philosophers and scientists alike for millennia. Now, 
Reverend Dr Terri Daniel, an interfaith clinical chaplain 
and bereavement counsellor, claims she has contacted 
the afterlife. She says that she started communicating 
with her severely disabled son Danny Mandell only 30 
minutes after he died aged 16 from the rare metabolic 
disorder metachromatic leukodystrophy. She said: “I 
was lying on the bed with him holding his body and I 
said to him ‘where are you?’ because I see you’re not in 
this body, you must be somewhere. “And all of a sudden, 
I started to get all these images of him standing in water, 
taking a seat laughing and playing. 

The experience motivated Dr Daniel to dedicate her 
life to teaching others how to perceive death, grief, and 
loss in a new way. “I started the Afterlife Conference in 
2010 to create a forum where grieving could be 
discussed. What we do to try to help people is to show 
evidence that communication is possible, because it 
helps with people’s general spiritual outlook, but mostly 
with coping with the loss of their loved ones who have 
died. When you realize they are still somewhere in the 
Universe, they have not disappeared, and they are not 
worm food in the earth. It’s a vastly different experience 
of grieving.” 

From: Fish, Tom. “Life after death: Chaplain reveals 
communication from beyond grave - ’Realm of pure 
spirit.” Express. 2020. express.co.uk/news/weird/ 
1225291/life-after-death-chaplain-reveals-communi 
cation-from-beyond-grave-afterlife 


x x x 


Transforming Human Health: Our lives have been 
transformed by the information age. But what is coming 
next is likely to be more profound, call it the genetic 
information age. We have mapped the human genome, 
and in just the last few years, we have learned to read 
and write DNA like software. And you are about to see 


a few breakthroughs-in- 
waiting that would transform 
human health. George 
Church's lab at Harvard 


Medical School is working to 
make humans immune to all viruses, eliminate genetic 
diseases and reverse the aging process. Church says, 
“We have a strategy by which we can make any cell or 
any organism resistant to all viruses by changing the 
genetic code. So, if you change that code enough you 
now get something that is resistant to all viruses 
including viruses you never characterized before. They 
expect a certain code provided by the host that they 
replicate in. The virus would have to change so many 
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parts of its DNA or RNA ... it cannot change them all at 
once. So, it's not only dead ... it can't mutate to a new 
place where it could survive in a new host.” 


From: Pelley, Scott. “A Harvard geneticist's goal: to 
protect humans from viruses, genetic diseases, and 
aging.” CBS News — 60 Minutes. 2019. www.cbsnews. 
com/news/harvard-geneticist-george-church-goal-to- 
protect-humans-from-viruses-genetic-diseases-and- 
aging-60-minutes-2019-12-08/ 


x x x 


Green Light for Pain: Ann Jones tried everything short 
of surgery for her chronic migraines, which have 
plagued her since she was a child. Jones would have as 
many as two dozen headaches a month. In 2018 her 
doctor mentioned a study at the University of Arizona 
where researchers were testing if daily exposure to green 
light could relieve migraines and 
other kinds of chronic pain. "This 
is going to be one more thing that 
doesn't work," she thought to 
herself, but she enrolled anyway. 
It began with her spending two 
hours each day in a dark room 
with only a white light, which 
served as the control. 

In the second half of the study, she swapped out the 
conventional light for a string of green LED lights. For 
more than a month, Jones did not notice any change in 
her symptoms. But close to the six-week mark, there was 
a big shift. She began going days in a row without 
migraines. Even when the headaches did come, they 
were not as intense as they had been before the green 
light therapy. Dr. Mohab Ibrahim, the migraine study's 
principal investigator and an associate professor at the 
University of Arizona, says that on average, people 
experienced a 60% decrease in the intensity of their 
migraines and a drop from 20 migraines a month to about 
six. 


From: Stone, Will. “Researchers Explore A Drug-Free 
Idea to Relieve Chronic Pain: Green Light.” National 
Public Radio. 2019. www.npr.org/sections/ health- 
shots/2019/12/15/787138928/researchers-explore-a- 


drug-free-idea-to-relieve-chronic-pain-green-light 


* x x 


Reduce Inflammation, Reverse Dementia? UC 
Berkeley scientists found that senile mice given a drug 
to treat brain inflammation were able to navigate a maze 
and learn spatial tasks like mice half their age. UC 
Berkeley scientists propose a radical new theory that the 
memory loss and cognitive dysfunction of aging is due 
to a leaky barrier between the blood stream and the brain. 
More and more research shows that, with age, the 
filtration system that prevents molecules or infectious 
organisms in the blood from leaking into the brain, the 
so-called blood-brain barrier, becomes leaky, letting in 
chemicals that cause inflammation and a cascade of cell 
death. Drugs that tamp down inflammation in the brain 


could slow or even reverse the cognitive decline that 
comes with age. In the journal Science Translational 
Medicine, University of California, Berkeley, and Ben- 
Gurion University scientists report that senile mice given 
one such drug had fewer signs of brain inflammation and 
were better able to learn new tasks, becoming almost as 
adept as mice half their age. 


From: Sanders, Robert. “Drugs that quell brain 
inflammation reverse dementia.” Berkeley News. 
2019. www.news.berkeley.edu/2019/12/04/drugs- 
that-quell-brain-inflammation-reverse-dementia/ 


x x x 


Anger is Normal but Scientists Say the Toxic Kind 
can Shorten Your Life: Left unchecked angry feelings 
can turn into rage and resentment, which can create a 
host of chronic health problems, particularly as we age. 
While the connection between anger and cardiovascular 
health has been understood for decades, new studies are 
finding anger’s impact on health reaches far beyond the 
heart. If anger is a persistent pattern, it can create all 
kinds of health problems via chronic inflammation — as 
measured by C-reactive protein levels — which in turn 
interferes with the immune response, and has been 
linked to osteoarthritis, diabetes, some cancers, heart 
disease, and even dementia. 


From “Anger and Health.” Russell Martin Associates. 
2019. www.russellmartin.com/ blog/anger-and-health 


x x x 


Suicide Hotline: Suicide rates in the United States have 
climbed steadily over the past two decades, contributing, 
along with drug overdoses, to a decline in the average 
U.S. life expectancy for the third year in a row. The 
demographers who first identified this trend have called 
it “deaths of despair.” In response, Congress enacted the 
National Suicide Hotline Improvement Act of 2018, to 
encourage more people to seek help. It directed the 
Federal Communications Commission to study the 
feasibility of creating a three-digit suicide hotline 
number, like 911, that more people could remember. At 
the end of 2019, the FCC unanimously approved a 
proposal to set aside 988 as the replacement for the 
existing national suicide hotline number: 800-273-8255. 
The new number is not expected to go live for a year or 
more. “The problem we’ve always had is getting more 
people to find us,” said FCC Chairman Ajit Pai. The 
shorter and simpler number could increase access to 
suicide services, reduce stigma and ultimately save 
lives”, he said. 


From: Vestal, Christine. “New suicide prevention 
number could lead to surge in calls.” Herald Mail Media. 
2019. www.herald-review.com/news/state-and- 
regional/new-suicide-prevention-number-could- 


lead-to-surge-in-calls/article_d4af5532-7609-5c82- 
b18c-903e5c8353e5.html 


INTERVIEW From page 1 


early youth I knew nothing whatever and was told of 
incidents which were subsequently verified by their 
surviving elderly contemporaries. I also investigated 
many other faculties that she possessed, such as the 
reading of an unopened letter applied to the top of her 
head, a phenomenon which had already been testified to 
by Kant and Hegel, though by them it was called 
‘reading with the pit of the stomach.’ At any rate, it was 
reading without the use of the sense organs, and 
therefore represented another obscure human faculty 
commonly called ‘clairvoyance.’” 


Would you mind summarizing your conclusions 
relative to death and the afterlife? 


“T tell you with all my strength of the conviction 
which I can muster that we do persist...I say it on distinct 
scientific grounds. I say it because I know that certain 
friends of mine still exist, because I have talked with 
them. 

“Death is not a word to fear, any more than birth is. 
We change our state at birth, and come into the world of 
air and sense and myriad existence; we change our state 
at death and enter a region of — what? Of ether, I think, 
and still more myriad existence; a region in which 
communion is more akin to what we here call telepathy, 
and where intercourse is not conducted by the 
accustomed indirect physical process; but a region in 
which beauty and knowledge are as vivid as they are 
here, a region in which progress is possible, and in which 
‘admiration, hope, and love’ are even more real and 
dominant. It is in this sense that we can truly say, ‘The 
dead are not dead, but alive.’” 


You say that with so much conviction. 


“I am as convinced of continued existence on the other 
side of death as I am of existence here. It may be said, 
you cannot be as sure as you are of sensory experience. 
I say I can. A physicist is never limited to direct sensory 
impressions; he has to deal with a multitude of 
conceptions and things for which he has no physical 
organ — the dynamical theory of heat, for instance, and 
of gases, the theories of electricity, of magnetism, of 
chemical affinity, of cohesion, aye, and his apprehension 
of the ether itself, lead him into regions where sight and 
hearing and touch are impotent as direct witnesses, 
where they are no longer efficient guides. 

“I shall go further and say that I am reasonably 
convinced of the existence of grades of being, not only 
lower in the scale than man but higher also, grades of 
every order of magnitude from zero to infinity. And I 
know by experience that among these beings are some 
who care for and help and guide humanity, not 
disdaining to enter even into what must seem petty 
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details, if by so doing they can assist souls striving on 
their upward course. And further it is my faith — however 
humbly it may be held — that among those lofty beings, 
highest of those who concern themselves directly with 
this earth of all the myriads of worlds in infinite space, 
is One on whom the right instinct of Christianity has 
always lavished heartfelt reverence and devotion.” 


Some have said that the death of your son, Raymond, 
during the war has affected your objectivity. What do 
you say to them? 


“It must not be supposed that my outlook has 
changed, appreciably, since [Raymond’s death]. My 
conclusion has been gradually forming itself for years, 
though undoubtedly it is based on experiences of the 
same sort of thing. But this event has strengthened and 
liberated my testimony. It can now be associated with a 
private experience of my own, instead of with the private 
experience of others.” “It must not be supposed that my 
outlook has changed, appreciably, since [Raymond’s 
death]. My conclusion has been gradually forming itself 
for years, though undoubtedly it is based on experiences 
of the same sort of thing. But this event has strengthened 
and liberated my testimony. It can now be associated 
with a private experience of my own, instead of with the 
private experience of others.” 


You had the opportunity to observe many types of 
mediumship. Which type impressed you the most? 


“The direct-voice seems the clearest intermediate 
phenomenon — a voice produced in the air independent 
of the medium’s normal mode of utterance, and saying 
things outside his or her normal knowledge. From one 
point of view it is physical — there are undoubtedly 
vibrations of the air that might be recorded on a 
gramophone; from another point of view it is psychic, as 
the if the utterances were produced by some person, dead 
or alive, but, anyway, not present in the flesh.” 


It has been suggested that survival research is outside 
the scope of science, that there are things not explained 
by science and that never can be explained. What do 
you say to that? 


“I should myself hesitate to promulgate such a 
markedly non-possumus and ignorabimus statement 
concerning the scope of physical science, even as 
narrowly and popularly understood; but it illuminates the 
position taken up by those savants who are commonly 
known as materialists, and explains their expressed 
though non-personal hostility to other scientific men 
who seek to exceed the boundaries laid down, and 
investigate things beyond the immediate range of 
senses.” 

“The aim of science has been for the most part a 
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study of mechanism, the mechanism whereby results are 
achieved, an investigation into the physical processes 
which go on, and which appear to be coextensive with 
nature. Any theory which seems to involve the action of 
Higher Beings, or of any unknown entity controlling and 
working the mechanism, is apt to be extruded or 
discountenanced as a relic of primitive superstition, 
coming down from times when such infantile 
explanations were prevalent.” 


Is there any way to overcome such a mindset? 


“Tt is not easy to unsettle minds thus fortified against 
the intrusion of unwelcome facts; and their strong faith 
is probably a salutary safeguard against that unbalanced 
and comparatively dangerous condition called ‘open- 
mindedness,’ which is ready to learn and investigate 
anything not manifestly self-contradictory and absurd.” 


What would you tell some materialistic but open- 
minded students? 


“The material side of a picture is canvas and pigment, 
nothing else would be detected by a microscope; but to 
such an examination there is no ‘picture,’ the ‘soul’ or 
meaning — the reality — has evaporated when the material 
object is contemplated in that analytical manner. So, it 
is with our bodies; dissected they are muscle and blood- 
vessel and nerves — a wonderful mechanism; but no such 
examination can detect the soul or mind.” 


Considering the negative reaction of some your fellow 
scientists, do you have any second thoughts about 
having gone public with your views on spirit 
communication and survival? 


“T should be willing to face the stake rather than be 
unfaithful to so vital and pregnant a truth — a conclusion 
so illuminating in our understanding of the meaning of 
existence, so instructive in relation to the scheme of the 
universe, and so vitally affecting the hopes and 
aspirations of man. I do not even feel tempted to 
succumb to either ecclesiastical or philosophical censure 
concerning the initial stages of what may be described as 
the scientific discovery of the soul, as a verified and 
persistent entity.” 


Some have suggested that we can get too hung up on 
investigating and confirming survival to the detriment 
of fully living our lives now? Would you agree? 


“Tt is no doubt possible, as always, to overstep the 
happy mean, and by absorption in and premature 
concerns with future interests to lose the benefit and 
training of this present life. But although we may rightly 
decide to live with full vigour in the present, and do our 
duty from moment to moment, yet in order to be full- 
flavoured and really intelligent beings — not merely with 


mechanical draft following the line of least resistance — 
we ought to be aware that there is a future, a future 
determined to some extent by action in the present; and 
it is only reasonable that we should seek to ascertain, 
roughly and approximately, what sort of future it is likely 
to be. 

“Inquiry into survival, and into the kind of 
experience through which we shall all certainly have to 
go in a few years, is therefore eminently sane, and may 
be vitally significant. It may colour all our actions and 
give a vivid meaning both to human history and to 
personal experience.” 


The scientific world does not seem to be any more 
accepting of the research done by you and other 
pioneers of psychical research now than it was 100 
years ago. Do you see any point in continuing with it? 


“Experience must be our guide. To shut the door on 
actual observation and experiment in this particular 
region, because of preconceived ideas and obstinate 
prejudices, is an attitude common enough, even among 
oo. men; but it is an attitude markedly unscientific. 

7 Certain people have decided that 
inquiry into the activities of discarnate 
mind is futile; some few consider it 
impious; many, perhaps wisely 
mistrusting their own powers, shrink 
from entering on such an inquiry. But 
if there are any facts to be ascertained, 
it must be the duty of some volunteers 
to try to ascertain them: and for people 
having any acquaintance with scientific history to shut 
their eyes to facts when definitely announced, and to 
forbid investigation or report concerning them on pain 
of ostracism, is to imitate a bygone theological attitude 
in a spirit of unintended flattery — a flattery from which 
every point of view is eccentric; and likewise to display 
an extraordinary lack of humour. ” 


Thank you, Sir Oliver, do you have any closing 
thoughts? 


“I rejoice in the opportunity of service and am 
thankful for the kindly help and guidance always 
forthcoming, though not always recognized at the time. 
Forward, then, into the unknown!” 


See “Sir Oliver Lodge and Mrs. Piper, “Striking 
Evidence about a Photo,” “Raymond Lodge and Mr. 
Jackson,” and “The Honolulu Case” in the Intriguing 
Evidence for Life After Death” above for more on 
Lodge’s research. 


Also see Michael Tymn’s related story about how 
“Raymond Lodge Convinces His Father” that 
human survival of death is real on page 14. 
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(not rescheduled) in Durham, NC. I had even hoped 
to attend the annual American Physics Society 
conferences this spring, where I could have at least 
discussed my single field theory of unification in 
physics and perhaps even my physical theory of 
consciousness with colleagues and peers, but those 
conferences were also abruptly canceled. 

Hopefully all of you have been able to stay 
healthy while locked down at home, getting some 
well-deserved rest in both body and mind, while 
giving some thought about where your research, 
science and humanity as a whole are headed in spite 
of all of the emotional roadblocks (political and 
cultural, both national and international) and 
sensationalism concerning the pandemic played out in 
the news. 

Do not fall for this consciousness destroying 
ploy as propagated by common daily events that will 
soon blow away as if they had never happened. Yes, 
the coronavirus is very virulent in the rapidity and 
completeness of its spreading through the population, 
but in the end it will not have been as deadly as was 
first thought and advertised in our news media to 
scare, frighten and shock us. The misinformation 
being spread about the coronavirus and its effects on 
our lives that have been exaggerated by the news 
media and political forces in order to control us are as 
much an effect of the chaos that precedes any 
emergent physical system stability change, such as 
our reaching a new higher and more stable level of 
human consciousness, as is the environmental chaos 
that gives rise to an emergent hurricane in the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

The simple fact that we are individually and 
culturally suffering from too much hate and vitriol in 
our everyday lives is a clear product of the same chaos 
the precedes the pending leap in consciousness that 
we are about to experience: Hate is the product of 
mental chaos that blinds us to our everyday normal 
reality. Chaos of some form always precedes attaining 
a new higher level (complexity) of stability at a lower 
energy, such as is the case with the newly emerging 
evolutionary leap in consciousness that we are 
beginning to experience. However, in this case the 
chaos is not material but rather a much ‘higher-level 
‘self defeating’ mental chaos as could only emerge 
in consciousness before a leap in consciousness that 
ends with the emergence of humans at a new higher 
level inherent birth consciousness. I predicted this 
period of increasing mental chaos, although I did not 
know what specific forms it would ultimately take, 
nearly fifteen years ago in presentations at ASCSI 
conferences. 

The ASCSI was planning to conduct our annual 
“Aspects of Consciousness” conference in the area of 
Durham NC, this coming October, hopefully after the 
pandemic subsided and we had returned to something 
like normal human interactions. This year’s 


conference would have marked, and possibility even 
initiated a new beginning to human evolution as well 
as an end of this objectional situation and human 
tragedy, called the coronavirus pandemic, that has 
beset us over the past few months. But the emotional 
panic and lockdowns have lasted longer than we 
anticipated, so we have had to cancel all planning for 
this year’s conference. 

We had even hoped to discuss planning a follow- 
on international conference this coming spring that 
would have been be dedicated solely to the subject 
‘physics of consciousness’, but that hope has also 
been delayed. For now though, while we are still 
(supposedly) locked away, wearing facemasks 
everywhere, and very few businesses have reopened 
(if they ever will), we all need to own up to the fact 
that whatever our specific area of consciousness 
research, we are all working toward elevating the 
level of both individual and collective human 
consciousness, even though it may appear that we are 
each looking at different aspects of consciousness. 

It is the collective nature of all our research and 
studies that will move us further toward our desired 
goals and the advance of modern science, rather than 
each of us working alone or in small specialized 
groups in a scientific vacuum where we and our work 
are shunned by the greater scientific community. 
Bringing us all together is exactly what the ASCSI is 
all about, working together to realize and utilize our 
higher consciousness to raise its level in all of us, and 
this is why we try to have as wide a field of speakers 
at our conferences as we can. In this respect, the 
ASCSI is a unique scholarly organization. 

Toward that end, I am asking each of you to 
seriously consider contributing your talents and 
knowledge to our next planned conference (hopefully 
in the spring of 20\21) by submitting an abstract 
explaining what special knowledge and research you 
bring to the greater enhancement of consciousness 
studies. During our next conference, we will work 
together to place this body of knowledge and research 
into its proper context of our individual and collective 
consciousness and their relationship to the whole of 
the physical universe we experience, even beyond our 
three-dimensional materiality and mental bias. We all 
need to learn how each of us can help to ‘enlighten’ 
ourselves and the whole of us. And the best way to do 
that is to reschedule our conference ASAP. 

We will soon begin planning and working on the 
logistics of our next conference (hopefully in the 
spring of 2021). If it turns out that the conference 
cannot be held ‘in person’ because of the pandemic, 
we may even plan on having some form of a video 
conference instead. In any case, there are several ways 
that you can contribute, but the first is to contact us 
and let us know your ideas, and even send us abstracts 
of possible presentations that you think increase our 
overall knowledge spirituality and consciousness, to 
better prepare us all for our survival and the coming 
evolutionary leap in human consciousness. 
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encountered in his new life. “It seems to me from 
where I am most people are not even struggling 
but meandering on _ purposelessly, blindly, 
because they have no definite philosophy as a 
starting point,” Sir William communicated, also 
commenting that he felt his fellow physicist Sir 
Oliver Lodge “is nearer the bigger, greater aspect 
of things than most.” 

He went on to explain that in the earth body 
we have the separation of subconscious and 
conscious and that when we pass over, they join 
and make a complete mind that knows and 
remembers everything. However, when he 
brings himself back into the physical sphere, the 
conscious and the subconscious again separate, 
and he forgets much. “I cannot come with my 
whole self, I cannot.” 

When Lady Barrett asked him to elaborate, 
Sir William pointed out that he has a fourth 
dimensional self which cannot make its fourth 
dimension exactly the same as the third. “It’s like 
measuring a third dimension by its square feet 
instead of by its cubic feet,” he continued, “and 
there is no doubt about it I have left something of 
myself outside which rejoins me directly I put 
myself into the condition in which I readjust 
myself.” 

Lady Barrett wondered why he had 
identified himself as “William,” when she knew 
him as “Will,” and why he had called her 
“Florrie,” when he knew her as “Flo.” He 
explained that it was a matter of being able to get 
certain names through a medium easier than other 
names. Much depended on the medium. Sir 
William went on to explain that when he was in 
his own sphere, he would remember a name, but 
when he came into the conditions of a sitting, he 
could not always remember it. “The easiest 
things to lay hold of are what we may call ideas,” 
he communicated. “A detached word, a proper 
name, has no link with a train of thought except 
in a detached sense; that is far more difficult than 
any other feat of memory or association of ideas. 
If you go to a medium that is new to us, I can 
make myself known by giving you through that 
medium an impression of my character and 
personality, my work on earth, and so forth. 
Those can all be suggested by thought 
impressions, ideas; but if I want to say, ‘I am 
Will,’ I find that is much more difficult than 
giving you a long, comprehensive study of my 


personality. ‘I am Will’ sounds so simple, but 
you understand that in this case the word ‘Will’ 
becomes a detached word.” 

Sir William added that if he wanted to 
express an idea of his scientific interests, he could 
do it in twenty different ways. He could begin by 
showing books, then giving impressions of the 
nature of the book and so on until he had built up 
a character impression of himself, but to simply 
say “I am Will” was a real struggle for him. 
Moreover, he said that there was much that was 
outside the range of human imagination and 
ordinary language. 

Making the transition from the material life 
to the spirit life was not all that difficult for him, 
he told his widow. “After I had rested for a little 
while, I felt like a boy on a holiday exploring a 
new wonderful place of which I had heard and 
conjectured and pictured, but which more than 
came up to my expectations,” he stated, adding, 
however, that there are lower planes than the one 
on which he exists, depressing places peopled 
with souls who have had no or little 
consciousness of the spiritual self during the 
earth life, no independent life in the creative 
mental self. His primary aim, he continued, was 
to help humans grasp the importance of 
developing the soul or etheric life before they 
leave the body, so that they can avoid residence 
in these lower planes. “The spiritual life must be 
formed in the physical life: that is the object for 
which God created the Earth and the physical life 
thereon,” he stressed. 

On the other hand, he was aware of planes of 
higher vibration, which are further beyond 
human imagination and vocabulary. “...as one 
travels away from the planes of finite life, finite 
ambitions, finite imagination,” Sir William 
further communicated, “one becomes more 
conscious of the infinite love, infinite power and 
understanding, and above all, one becomes 
absolutely conscious that everything is working 
toward the ultimate good of everybody.” 


(Disclosure: I, the reviewer, wrote a preface to the 
2020 Crow Books reproduction of the original 1937 
book, Personality Survives Death: — After-Death 
Communication from Sir William Barrett, by 
Florence Barrett. Longsman, Green & Co., London.) 
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Reviews 


Dirty Science: How Unscientific Methods are 
Blocking Our Cultural Advancement, by Bob 
Gebelein, Book Baby, 2019, 202 pages. 


As I read this book, I nodded in agreement with 
nearly everything the author had to say; at the same 
time, I read with a certain awe at the author’s 
observations and experiences that went beyond my 
own. I also read with sadness and frustration, 
knowing that the author is “preaching to the choir” 
and will not be heard by the offenders, those 
practicing “dirty science.” The few that might hear 
his words will simply snicker, scoff, and sneer in 
antagonistic self-righteousness. The subject matter 
is too complex, too 
convoluted, too abstract, too 
paradoxical, too vast, and too 
mindboggling for anyone 
without personal experience 
combined with years of 
dedicated study to properly 
grasp and appreciate. 

What this book boils 
down to is that research into 
psychical matters — whether 
labelled psychical research, 
parapsychology, or consciousness studies — has 
offered a preponderance of evidence in support of 
the idea that there is a reality beyond the physical 
detected by our five senses and that this reality 
involves consciousness surviving beyond physical 
death. The evidence goes well beyond the 
preponderance threshold of our civil courts, 
reaching the “beyond a reasonable doubt” standard 
of our criminal court system for those who have 
seriously delved into the subject. But both 
mainstream science and academia have ignored it or 
rejected it as “unscientific” and unworthy of 
consideration. 

“The first sign of an extreme bias is that 
establishment scientists simply refuse to look at the 
evidence,” author Gebelein, a 1956 Harvard 
graduate in mathematics and career software 
programmer, writes. “They just assume, since they 
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believe that psychic abilities and spirit entities do 
not exist, that the evidence is flawed — that there 
were methodological errors, ‘dirty test tubes,’ or 
actual cheating. And where scientists refuse to look 
at the evidence, they aren’t doing science.” These 
established scientists, he adds, parade their 
credentials, exploiting their status as ‘authorities’ by 
making authoritarian pronouncements in matter that 
go well beyond their field of expertise. They use 
smear tactics, including the classical ‘straw man,” 
‘ad hominem’ and ‘red herring’ arguments. The 
closed minds of those in the “in-group” results in 
what Gebelein, calls “hard ridicule,” where people 
are deprived of publication, funding, or 
employment because they subscribe to what the 
authorities consider superstitious beliefs. 

“It is as if everybody in the academic 
community were held in the grip of some mass- 
hypnosis,” Gebelein opines, adding that we seem to 
be dealing with an invisible Inquisition representing 
an unknown power. 

Gebelein says that he did not have to go to India 
for spiritual enlightenment. He discovered it 
through psychotherapy and dream analysis. He 
gives much credit to pioneering psychiatrist Carl 
Jung for his source of ideas and spiritual knowledge. 
“When I first read Jung, I thought he had not yet 
broken free from the religious beliefs of the pre- 
scientific era,” he explains, “but actually he was 
moving ahead into a new era, an era where people 
can believe in the spiritual not on the basis of ‘faith’ 
or somebody’s authority, but on the basis of 
EVIDENCE. His discovery of ‘original 
experience,” whereby one is able to see God for 
oneself, is potentially his most valuable (but not yet 
recognized) contribution to the culture.” 

Gebelein devotes several chapters to 
parapsychology. He opines that parapsychological 
abilities are so sensitive that a researcher who is 
biased against them can block the perception 
through mind-jamming abilities or by just creating 
an aura of negativity. “It is like asking the subject to 
sing a tune while another tune is being played loudly 
in the room or have a wine-tasting session in a 
kitchen where sauerkraut is being cooked. He 
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laments the coverage given to parapsychology by 
Wikipedia, stating that its general tone has been one 
of minimizing, discrediting, slanting, smearing, 
insinuating, and accusing people of incompetence, 
cheating, or fraud. He sees much of this bias 
resulting from “guerrilla skeptics” who impose their 
ideological bias upon the subject. 

“Physicalism, the assertion that there is no reality 
beyond the physical or what can be explained by 
known physical laws, dominates the academic 
community as if it were a hypnotic command,” he 
concludes, going on to say that this domination of 
physicalism is blocking our cultural advancement in 
the areas of the mental, the psychic, and the 
spiritual.” Gebelein sees no quick fix to the 
problem, but any fix begins with an awareness of 
the “dirty science” that is being practices by 
mainstream science and promoted by academia. To 
that end, Gebelein’s book is a must read. 


— Michael Tymn 


American Pilgrim, by Bart Walton, Amazon.com 
Services, LLC, 2020, 110 pages. 


This book is about one man’s pursuit of 
enlightenment — essentially, his attempts to answer 
the questions “Who am I?” “Why are we here?” and 
“What does it mean to live a good life?” At some 
point in his 50-plus year search for answers, author 
Bart Walton added “How can I be of service?” 

Walton’s search begins with psychedelic drugs 
during his college years, then proceeds to 
transcendental meditation, multiple rounds of yoga, 
pranayama, and meditation under the tutelage of the 
renowned Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, a monk from 
India, an intensive in the Dyad Enlightenment 
Method, experiencing Cosmic Consciousness, lucid 
dreaming, out-of-body experiences, and beginning 
in 1987, 10 years of attending hundreds of spiritual 
gatherings and retreats throughout North America, 
India, Europe, and Australia, meeting other spiritual 
masters and adepts. Along the way, he met his wife, 
Anne, of some 46 years. 

An interesting chapter is devoted to Plato and 
his teachings. He recalls that during his studies of 
Plato during college, his professors would ignore 
passages or invent far-fetched interpretations to 


explain away such things as spirit guides, the 
afterlife, and reincarnation. That leads up to a 
chapter on death and the afterlife, in which he 


y recalls the grief he 
American experienced at age 7, when 
Pilgrim his beloved grandfather 


| died, and how the question 
of life after death remained 
with him through his long 
pilgrimage. He discusses 
how the near-death 
experience and deathbed 
experiences produced a 
lasting change in his 
perspective, leading to his 
being a hospice volunteer. 

Getting enlightened was easy for Walton; it 
was staying enlightened that he found a real 
challenge. During a five-year period, 1980-85, he 
experienced a “dark night of the soul,” a time of 
depression and despair, which higher self eventually 
prevailed. “I experienced many profound 
awakenings to the timeless, pure consciousness that 
transcends the mind,” he writes in the final chapter. 
“Some of these awakenings lasted days or even 
weeks. Invariably they proved to be temporary, just 
as Sri Ramakrishna predicted. The egoic mind 
would reassert itself, and the direct living 
experience of spirit would shrink into a memory.” 

Temporary though they were, the transcendent 
experiences showed Walton beyond any doubt that 
he is something more than a physical body — “that 
my essential self is eternal and spiritual in nature 
and that all of life is interconnected within a 
spiritual matrix.” 

Overall, I found this a remarkably interesting, 
informative, intriguing, and inspirational read. 


— Michael Tymn 


* kx * 


Life After Death, Powerful Evidence You Will 
Never Die, by Stephen Hawley Martin, 2017, The 
Oaklea Press Inc., 41 Old Mill Rd., Richmond, VA 
23226. 205 pages. 


The author poses the question: “What if you knew 
you would live forever?” If so, would it change your 
behavior and/or your world view? Since we know 
our human body eventually disintegrates does 
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something else remain? Does that mean that we 
possess consciousness outside of our body? Then 
what/where is consciousness? 

To explore these questions, Martin launches 
into his extensive research and interviews of 
numerous experts in this field including medical 
doctors, psychologists, quantum physicists, 
parapsychologists to name a few. Many avid readers 
on this topic might find this book redundant or over- 
worked, however, Martin brings forth various 
examples and studies that bring confirming light on 
the existence and location of consciousness. 

Introducing this mystery, Martin refers to a 
lecture by Dr. Bruce Greyson, MD, professor of 
Psychiatry and Director of the Division of Perpetual 
Studies at the University of Virginia. He found in 
his extensive research that the brain does not create 
consciousness. It operates similarly to the way 
signals are received by a television, radio, or cell 
phone. It seems our memories, perceptions, 
reactions, etc. occur outside the brain. Martin cites 
several extreme cases in which, due to accident, 
disease, or birth defect, upon autopsy, the brain 
showed that it had almost no viable brain tissue, yet 
it was able to function normally. 

One example of this is a high school honor 
student whose x-rays showed she had no cortex at 
all inside her skull, only a brain-stem. Western 
science tells us she should not have been alive or 
function at such a high intellectual level. Yet there 
are such cases with minimal brain capacity that have 
normal or even above average intelligence. 

If the body can function well in some cases 
without minimal brain tissue, then something 
unseen or unexplored is doing the animation. This 
led Dr. Greyson to explore near death experiences 
(NDEs) since some animating force seems to exist 
after the human body no longer registers life that is 
independent on the brain. After resuscitation, the 
person is able to describe the out of body experience 
and in some cases was cured of the original cause of 
death. Dr. Greyson found that most NDEr have 
consistent profound changes in their personalities, 
values, spirituality, lack of materialism, lack of fear 
of death, etc. that never fade. 

If we call this animating force soul or spirit and 
recognize that it is apart from the diseased body, 
then is it possible to recycle it to another body when 
the previous body is no longer viable? Martin shares 
an interesting story of a preschool boy who had 


repeated nightmare of a plane crash. After repeated 
questioning the boy about who was in the plane, 
where and what kind of plane it was and much 
searching of the records, it was discovered the little 
boy was the returned (reincarnation) of a fighter 
pilot that was shot down and killed during the World 
War II Japanese offensive. This implies that when 
our body dies, our consciousness in the form of soul 
or spirit, goes on to another dimension commonly 
regarded as Heaven. And it may or may not return 
in a different body at an appropriate time. 
Although some devout Christians believe 
reincarnation is heresy, there are many references 
for it in the Bible. For instance, John the Baptist was 
believed by some to be the reincarnation of Elijah 
(Matthew 11:14) and many of his followers 
believed Jesus to be one of the prophets returned. 
Another look at the question of consciousness 
is remote viewing. Martin sites the experience of 
Joe who was the target of a successful assassination 
in which he was found dead of poison. After his 
consciousness left his body, he went toward the 
light where he was met by spiritual beings who gave 
him instructions and a life review. He was then sent 
back to his body that was being resuscitated. After 
a long recovery, Joe became the first remote viewer 
for the Army on more than 200 missions. Some of 
the information he was able to obtain was of the 
highest importance and unobtainable by any other 
means. He was able to receive information by 
sending his consciousness to the selected location. 
Another exceptional example of remote 
viewing skill was the capture of Saddam Hussein 
November 2, 2003. In a book by Stephen Schwartz, 
“Open to the Infinite’ in which Mr. Schwartz 
describes how 47 students who had been taught 
basic skills in remote viewing agreed to describe the 
details of his location including his appearance and 
condition. This student data was placed in the hands 
of a third party in an envelope, sealed in front of a 
notary and placed in a vault. Six weeks later, after 
Hussein’s capture the envelope was opened and 
revealed that the students had seen exact details 
even of the of the surrounding areas: Hussein’s 
location was in an under -ground cave just as 
predicted. He was disheveled, dirty and had a large 
quantity of cash. How can we not believe there is a 
life force which contains all information? 
More evidence for the existence of the life force 
of which our soul/spirit is part, is a story Marin tells 
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of a couple who had recently bought a house only to 
find that every night their sleep was disturbed by the 
sound of screaming. They were finally able to locate 
the sounds coming from a brick wall. He hired a 
workman to tear down the wall and they found a 
skeleton of a man who had been bricked inside the 
wall while still alive but probably unconscious. 
After giving it a Christian burial, they never heard 
the screams again. One would think that the spirit of 
the dead man could have passed through the brick 
wall but possibly he did not realize he was dead. 
Why were the man’s screams not heard by previous 
owner of the house? One possibility is that perhaps 
the consciousness of this couple was more sensitive 
than the average, so they were able to perceive the 
psychic screams of the poor man’s 

spirit. 

This is just a smattering of what Martin has 
brought to the reader in this book. A quote in 
summary: “All creation is one connected whole, 
with no separate pieces. We are the whole, and the 
whole is us. What happens here influences what 
happen there, even if it is halfway across the galaxy. 
Energy takes time to travel, but information is 
transmitted instantaneously because only one mind 
exists.” 


— Glenda Hawley 


An update and news from friend and member 
of the Academy, Walter Meyer zu Erpen 


The Psychic News (PN) digital archive for 
years 1932 to 1967 is now available online, for free 
full-text searching through the University of 
Manitoba digital collections website. It is 
anticipated that years 1968 to 2010 will be added in 
Fall 2020. 

Here is an overview of the newspaper’s 
content: The UK-based Psychic News regularly 
features articles about evidence of life after death 
obtained through mediumship and various forms of 
spirit communication, as well as spiritual healing, 
the psychic gifts of clairvoyance, clairaudience, and 
clairsentience, automatic writing and drawing, 
psychic and spirit art, psychokinesis, ectoplasm, 
materialization, reincarnation and other paranormal 
topics. 


The newspaper’s pages celebrate the successes 
of the Spiritualist movement; they also document 
the controversy and disappointment when séance- 
room fraud was uncovered. Biographers will 
discover tributes to Spiritualist mediums, healers, 
and church leaders, many of whom were previously 
difficult to trace, as well as well-known figures 
associated with psychical research experiments. 

Today, Psychic News is a full-colour monthly 
magazine, available both through print and digital 
subscriptions: https://www.psychicnews.org.uk/ 


NOTE: To receive future updates about the PN 
project, please subscribe to the free Survival 
Research Institute of Canada email newsletter 
through the link at end of this note. On your first 
visit, access the digital archive through the 
University of Manitoba Psychic News landing page. 


Illustrated with the first page of the first Psychic 
News issue (28 May 
1932), the landing page 
provides a history of the 
newspaper, the scope of 
the digitization project, 
and acknowledgement 
of this unique inter- 
national collaboration 
between the Senate 
House Library, Univ. of 
London, Psychic Press 
Ltd., University of 
Manitoba Libraries, and 
other partners over the 
past five years: https://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/ 
psychic news 

Please note the disclaimer in the bottom left- 
hand corner about citing PN pages correctly — the 
metadata for double-spread pages has proven 
challenging. In addition, there are a small number of 
pages missed in the original digitization that have 
since been scanned and are pending integration into 
the digital archive. That means that in future you 
could get more results for your search terms. For 
subsequent visits, you may prefer to bookmark this 
link that takes you directly to the University of 
Manitoba search page for Psychic News: 


https://digitalcollections.lib.umanitoba.ca/islandora 
/object/uofm%3A2939726 


Psychic Mews 


14 


The Searchlight — April 2020 


Raymond Lodge Convinces His Father 


By Michael Tymn 


On September 14, 1915, Second Lieutenant 
Raymond Lodge, the youngest of six sons of Sir Oliver 
Lodge, a distinguished British physicist, was killed in 
action in Flanders. Eleven days later, on September 25, 
Raymond began communicating with Sir Oliver and 
Lady Lodge through the mediumship of Gladys Osborne 
Leonard and Alfred Vout Peters. His initial message was 
that Frederic Myers, who had become Sir Oliver’s good 
friend before his death in 1901, was assisting him in 
adapting to his new environment. 

The first very evidential information was about a 
group photo taken 21 days before Raymond’s death, 
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which Raymond referenced in sittings with both Vout 
Peters and Leonard — a photo which had never been sent 
home or otherwise seen by the Lodge family. Raymond 
mentioned that the photo showed him sitting while 
holding a walking stick and that the officer behind him 
was leaning on him. 

About two months later, the mother of one of 
Raymond’s fellow officers sent such a photo to them. It 
showed Raymond sitting on the ground with a walking 
stick over his legs and the officer behind him resting his 
arm on Raymond’s shoulder. Sir Oliver concluded that 
this evidence went beyond fraud, coincidence and 
telepathy and saw it as sort of a cross-correspondence in 
that messages about the photo came through two 
different mediums. 

Leonard was primarily a trance-voice medium, but 
occasionally communication came by table tilting. In 
one such table sitting, on September 28, the table began 
to tilt, and Raymond identified himself by his nickname, 
Pat. As a further test of identity, Sir Oliver asked him to 
name of one of his five brothers. The table spelled out 
N-O-R-M-A- before Sir Oliver interrupted and 
commented that Raymond was confused. He told him to 
begin again. The name N-O-E-L was then spelled out, 
which was one of Raymond’s brothers. It was not until 
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Sir Oliver later discussed this with his other sons 
that it began to make sense. His sons explained to him 
that “Norman” was a kind of general nickname used by 
Raymond when they played hockey together. He would 
shout “Now then, Norman,” or other words of 
encouragement, to any of his older brothers whom he 
wished to stimulate. Here again, Lodge saw this as 
evidence against telepathy, since neither he nor Lady 
Lodge knew of the name. He also saw it as an indication 
that Raymond, who had discussed psychical research 
with his father when he was alive, was attempting to 
provide veridical information by giving a name 
unknown to his father and mother. 

Alec Lodge, one of Raymond’s older brothers, sat 
with Mrs. Leonard on December 21, 1915. As a test of 
his own, Alec asked Raymond about his favorite music. 
Alec noted that he then heard Feda, Leonard’s spirit 
control, questioning Raymond, asking him sotto voce 
(whispering) “An orange lady?” Still confused, Feda 
then told Alec that “He says something about an orange 
lady.” Alec felt that this was very evidential as “My 
Orange Girl” was the last song Raymond bought when 
“alive.” Raymond also mentioned “Irish Eyes,” another 
of his favorites. 

By the time Sir Oliver sat with Mrs. Leonard on 
March 3, 1916, he was 
convinced that she was not a 
charlatan, but he still felt a 
need to test her in various 
ways. Thus, at a sitting with 


her that day, he asked 
Raymond if he knew about 
“Mr. Jackson.” Feda 


struggled with understanding 
Raymond’s response, but she 
communicated: “Fine bird... 
put him on a pedestal.” This 

. was especially evidential as 
Sir Oliver was certain that Leonard did not know that Mr. 
Jackson was the name of Lady Lodge’s pet peacock, nor 
that he had died a week earlier and was in the process of 
being stuffed and mounted on a wooden pedestal. 

On May 26, 1916, Lionel Lodge and his sister, 
Norah, drove from the Lodge home, near Birmingham, 
to London for a sitting. Knowing that his brother and 
sister were scheduled to meet with Mrs. Leonard at noon, 
Alec Lodge asked two other sisters, Honor and 
Rosalynde, to sit with him in the drawing room and focus 
on asking Raymond to get the word “Honolulu” through 
to Lionel and Norah during the sitting. Lionel and Norah 
knew nothing of this request. 


Searchlight — April 2020 


15 


When Sir Oliver later read Lionel’s notes of the 
sitting, he saw that Raymond said something about 
Norah playing music. Norah replied that she could not. 
Feda (through Leonard’s voice) then whispered to the 
invisible Raymond (attention directed away from Lionel 
and Norah), “She can’t do what?” Upon getting a 
response from Raymond, Feda than said, “He wanted to 
know whether you could play Hulu — Honolulu. Well, 
can’t you try to? He is rolling with laughter.” 

By the end of April 1916, a preponderance of 
evidence that Raymond had been communicating with 
them had been accumulated by the Lodge family. “The 
number of more or less convincing proofs which we have 
obtained is by this time very great,” Sir Oliver wrote, 
adding that some of them appeal more to one person, 
some to another; but taking them all together every 
possible ground of suspicion or doubt seemed to the 
family to be removed. 

While some modern references suggest that Lodge 
had a will-to-believe because of Raymond’s death, the 
fact is that he began moving toward a belief in survival 
in 1889-1890 after carrying out 83 experiments with 
American medium Leonora Piper. In one of those 
experiments, Lodge invited Dr. Gerald Rendall, 
principal of University College, Liverpool, to sit with 
Piper. He told her nothing about Rendall and introduced 
him under a fictitious name. After Piper went into her 
self-induced trance state, Phinuit, her spirit control, 
began speaking through her voice mechanism and 
provided much veridical information. Rendall reported 
to Lodge that everything was “quite correct.” Phinuit 
named his four brothers, Charlie, Fred, Arthur, and 
Arnold, gave statements about his mother’s death and 
that of his eldest brother, and talked about a woman 
named Agnes, a relative by marriage who had died of 
consumption 21 years earlier. Phinuit stated that Agnes 
was quite fond of his brother, Arthur, and that she had a 
close friend named Louis. “Regarding my two sittings,” 
Rendall recorded for Lodge, “I am quite convinced of the 
genuineness of the phenomena; there was no opening for 
concerted fraud...” 

Another guest at a sitting was Professor E. C. K. 
Gonner, a lecturer on economics at the same university. 
Lodge introduced him as “Mr. McCunn,” who happened 
to be another colleague. If Piper had somehow been able 
to do research on his colleagues before traveling to 
England, which seemed highly improbable and would 
have been extremely difficult, this deception was aimed 
at uncovering that possibility. However, Phinuit 
correctly gave information relating to Gonner. Among 
other things, Phinuit described how Gonner’s Uncle 
William was killed “with a hole in his head, like a shot 
hole, yet not a shot, more like a blow.” The fact was 
that Uncle William had been killed when a stone struck 
him in the head during a Yorkshire election riot. 


Lodge’s neighbor, Isaac C. Thompson, was also a sitter 
and received very evidential messages from his deceased 
father and brother. During this sitting, the deceased son 
of the Liverpool postmaster, Mr. Rich, broke in and 
asked that Thompson pass on some information to his 
father — information unknown to either Thompson or 
Lodge but later confirmed as fact. 

“Scattered through all the sittings are innumerable 
instances of this sort of curious memory of and interest 
in trifles,” Lodge wrote. “Every experienced sitter knows 
that such references are the commonest of all. What is 
the explanation? I am not prepared with a full 
explanation, but, granted the most completely spiritistic 
hypothesis, it would appear that the state after death is 
not a sudden plunge into a stately, dignified, and 
especially religious atmosphere. The environment, like 
the character, appears to be much more like it what it is 
here than some folks imagine.” 

Lodge further suggested that these trivial recollections 
were much more evidential than some discourse on their 
discoveries since crossing over to the “Other Side.” 

“T am as convinced of continued existence on the 
other side of death as I am of existence here,” Sir Oliver 
later offered. “It may be said, you cannot be as sure as 
you are of sensory experience. I say I can. A physicist is 
never limited to direct sensory impressions; he has to 
deal with a multitude of conceptions and things for 
which he has no physical organ — the dynamical theory 
of heat, for instance, and of gases, the theories of 
electricity, of magnetism, of chemical affinity, of 
cohesion, aye, and his apprehension of the ether itself, 
lead him into regions where sight and hearing and touch 
are impotent as direct witnesses, where they are no 
longer efficient guides.” 
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Michael Tymn’s latest book, “Musings on Life After 
Death” is due for release at any time. 


[Editor’s note: Michael Tymn is one of the world’s 
leading historians and authorities on the late 
nineteenth century’s paranormal scientific research 
into the possibility of survival of personality and/or 
something of a person’s consciousness after death. 
Several of his books are available at Amazon.com] 
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